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How to Set Up a Successful Game Night!
Step 1:  Decide who will present to the parents that night.  It is not necessary to use a Learning WHEELS consultant.  Just select a teacher or administrator who is energetic, outgoing and not worried about speaking to adults.

Step 2:  Decide on one or two types of games that you would like to share with your parents.  Using more than two games will make the night too complicated and confusing for parents who may not be used to playing games.  We suggest using a Flat Tire Freddy game (this one plays like Old Maid), a Go Fix game (this plays like Go Fish) or a domino game.  These games are easy and quick to teach, not to mention, fun!

Step 3:  Decide what content area you would like to focus on that night.  Is this going to be a math night or would reading or science be more beneficial to your campus?  Narrow the focus to one area! 

Step 4:  Advertise your game night!  Build it up to the parents and the children.  Send home flyers that give all the information way in advance and then send reminders.   Explain to them that any child who attends game night with a parent (or grandparent, aunt etc.) will leave with at least one game that they get to take home and keep!  
Step 5:  Send home a sign up form two weeks before your game night.  Parents need to sign up and tell you how many children they have at your school.  They will want games for all of them and you need an accurate count!  Tally up how many students you will have from each grade and call us with your order.  We will help you select the best game for each grade level, using the type of game or games you have selected to teach that night.  It is always a good idea to order a few extra, in case parents and children, who failed to sign up, show up that night.  We don’t want there to be any disappointed children.  We will ship you the games about a week before your event.
Step 6:  Start the night out by emphasizing just how important parents are to their child’s education!  Make them glad they came!  Call the students up by grade level and give each child the number of games you selected for the night.  Have them go back and sit with their parents.  You may have to combine families because most of these games play better with 3 or 4 players, instead of just one or two.  Announce the first type of game you will be playing and have students play with their own cards!  That way, if there are any questions concerning what a match looks like or how to play, they will be able to ask it that night.  If you are playing a Flat Tire Freddy game for example, explain that every version plays the same; they just teach different skills depending on the grade level.  Also point out that there are directions and an answer key in every deck.
Step 7:  Have fun!  It may be a little crazy with babies, toddlers, children, parents and grandparents all in attendance but just relax and enjoy.  Your students will leave happy and your parents will have a tool they can use to help their child!  It’s a win-win situation!
Step 8:  Now that your parents know how to play, refer them to our website, where they can purchase other games that teach the same or different skills!  The goal is to get them involved in a positive way and now they have something fun they can do to help their child succeed!!  Our website is www.learningwheels.com .
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